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THE American Sportfi shing 
Association (ASA) is 
challenging an impending ban, 
in 2010, on the use of lead-based 
fi shing tackle in US National 
Parks.

! e Association, along with a 
number of wildlife conservation 
groups, is asking the National 
Park Service (NPS) to 
reconsider the ban.

ASA vice-president 
Gordon Robertson said: “! e 
sportfi shing industry is surprised 
and dismayed by the NPS 
announcement. 

“! eir intention to eliminate 
the use of lead in fi shing tackle 
in national parks was made 
without prior consultation with 
the sportfi shing industry, or the 
millions of recreational anglers 
who fi sh within the national 
park system.

“In his January 21st, 2009, 
executive memo to the federal 
agency and department heads, 
President Obama made it 
very clear that he expects the 
federal government to be 
transparent, participatory and 
collaborative. He said that 
executive departments and 
agencies should off er Americans 
increased opportunities 
to participate in policy 
making and to provide their 
government with the benefi ts 
of their collective expertise and 
information. 

“We expect the NPS to follow 
the President’s order.”

! e lead ban has one 
supporter in British fi rm 
Pallatrax, which somewhat 
ironically scooped an award for 
‘Best Terminal Tackle’ at last 
year’s ASA-organised ICAST 
show in Las Vegas with its non-
lead Stonze system.

Simon Pomeroy, boss of 
Pallatrax, said: “If you look up 
the word ‘lead’ in the dictionary 
you will fi nd that it’s a highly 
poisonous metal.

“Personally I think that it’s 
irresponsible that anglers are 
dumping vast amounts of lead in 
the world’s waterways. 

“We, as anglers, are supposed 
to be the guardians of the water 
– not polluters.

“I think it was MTV that 
coined the phrase ‘If you are 
not part of the solution, you are 
part of the problem’. Never has a 
statement been more apt.

“! e changes we are seeing 
across the world now are the fi rst 
steps towards a complete ban on 
the use of lead products in 
angling. 

“I am not 
scaremongering, just 
speaking the truth. 
Lead is a toxin; 
you can’t argue 
against that.”

Meanwhile 
in Australia, 
the 
Government 
in the state 
of Victoria 
has started a 
new initiative 
highlighting the 
dangers of lead.

America’s lead ban – 
fi ghting a losing battle?

It has launched a publicity 
campaign warning anglers of the 
dangers of DIY lead kits and of 
handling lead.

Currently there are no 
plans to ban lead in fi shing in 
Australia.
TTW will keep readers 

updated with this story via our 
website and in subsequent issues 
of this magazine.

Gordon Robertson, vice-president of 
the ASA: “The ban was made without 
any prior consultation.”

Simon Pomeroy, boss of British Þ rm 
Pallatrax: “If you are not part of the 
solution, you are part of the problem.”

Have Your Say
Have you got an opinion 
on this? Would a global 
ban on lead improve your 
business or would the 
effects be catastrophic? 
TTW would like to hear 
from you... visit: www.
tackletradeworld.com

Australians are being warned 
of the dangers of lead.
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Contact
SPRO – 
Mr Ton de Leeuw (Export Director)
Tel: +31 347 320 888
Fax: +31 347 320 270
E-mail: info@spro.eu
Web: www.spro.eu 
Web: www.gamakatsu.eu
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GAMAKATSU, well known 
for its high-quality hooks, 
accessories and rods in its home 
market, Japan, has its sights 
set fi rmly on the high-end rod 
market as it unveils a complete 
range designed specifi cally for 
Europe. And with rumours that 
the fi rm is set to launch into the 
lucrative carp market as well, 
dealers across Europe should be 
on high alert. 
! e top-of-the-range Japanese-
made rods are being distributed 
across Europe by Dutch fi rm 
SPRO. 
TTW spoke with Shinji 

Tanaka, product manager at 
SPRO. He told us: “Gamakatsu 
has a great reputation in Europe 
as the world’s leading supplier 
of high-quality hooks. What 
many people do not know is 
that Gamakatsu has an enviable 
name in rods in Japan.

SPRO has worked with 

Gamakatsu to produce a range 
of spinning and predator rods 
designed specifi cally for Europe. 
“! ese rods are the ultimate on 
the market. ! ey scream quality 
and use the best quality fi ttings 
available,” claimed Shinji.

However, he refused to be 
drawn on rumours coming from 
the trade that the Japanese fi rm 
is currently working on a range 
of carp rods. 

“I cannot confi rm this 
rumour,” said Shinji. “! e trade 
is full of rumours – some are 
true and some you have to take 
with a large pinch of salt!”

Gamakatsu 
hooks Euro 
rod market!

SPRO’s Shinji Tanaka could not conÞ rm or deny reports that 
Gamakatsu may be looking at the European carp market.
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